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St. Matthew’s Mission Statement:

817-292-1338

Living in Christ through faith.
Living for neighbor through love.
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St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church,
organized in 1953, is a
Reconciling in Christ (RIC)
congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America (ELCA).

Sunday Worship 11:00 am
Catechesis of the Good
Shepherd Sunday School class
at 10:45 am during worship

Rev. Phil Heinze
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Adam Frame
Director of Music Ministries
music@stmatthews-elca.org

Kelly Riddle
Community Engagement
Coordinator
community@stmatthews-
elca.org or
office@stmatthews-elca.org

John Wolf
Organist / Pianist

Valerie Dyke
Nursery Attendant

Kids’ Messenger Editor
Mary Nedde
Suggestions welcome.

Advent and Christmas are Coming!

Advent begins on November 30 and ends on
December 24. This is a time of waiting — waiting for the
Christ Child, waiting for Jesus to be born! We do many
things to get ready for Christmas — and that can be exciting,
but don’t push Advent aside — use Advent time to prepare
your hearts and lives for Christmas. Light a candle each
week on an Advent wreath — help make an Advent wreath if
you can. Remember to pray: for your family, for others in
need, for a loving heart, and to be reminded of Jesus’ love
for us. Think about meaningful gifts you can give to others.
A great gift to give is your time; time to be with others or to
do something helpful for someone. And come to church to
worship, to feel the presence of God. Each Sunday in Advent
has a different theme:

Hope Peace Joy Love

The pink candle represents joy. The white candle is lit for
Christmas and reminds us that Jesus is the light of the
world! See Page 2 for 8t. Matthew’s Advent and Christmas
worship opportunities.
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ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS WORSHIP

Sundays in Advent: Worship at 11:00 am

November 30 — Hope. Our hope is in Jesus Christ.
December 7 — Peace. Jesus is called the Prince of Peace.
December 14 — Joy. We are joyful for God’s love and grace.
December 21 — Love. God’s love for us is unconditional.

Sunday Nights in Advent: Led by St. Christopher’s
Episcopal Church at St. Matthew’s.

December 7 at 7:00 pm

December 14 at 6:00 pm

December 21 at 6:00 pm

Come for a time of reflection and anticipation.
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Christmas Eve December 24:

4:00 pm Family Christmas service, led by St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church
5:30 pm Reception and children’s activity

6:00 pm Candlelight Christmas service led by St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church
8:00 pm Candlelight Christmas service led by St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church

Christmas Day December 25:
10:00 am Christmas worship led by St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church
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FAITH OBSERVATIONS AFTER CHRISTMAS:

Day of Epiphany — January 6; the day we remember the wise men coming to
see Jesus with precious gifts. Read the story in Matthew 2:1-12. What will
you bring Jesus in thanksgiving?

Baptism of Our Lord — January 11. On this day we celebrate the baptism of
Jesus by John the Baptist. This is an act of humility by Jesus before he begins
his public ministry. The voice of God announces that Jesus is God’s beloved
son. Read the story in Matthew 3:13-17. Remember your baptism by dipping
a finger in water and making the sign of the cross on your forehead.

Transfiguration of Our Lord — February 15. On a high mountain with Jesus
present, along with Moses and Elijah, the disciples Peter, James and John
hear a voice that proclaims Jesus is God’s beloved son just like at Jesus’
baptism. Jesus’ appearance is transformed in front of them. Read the story in
Matthew 17:1-9. Are you ever transformed, or changed in how you look?
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HAPPY NEW YEARY

A CHILDREN’S PRAYER FOR THE NEW YEAR
Dear God, thank you for all the exciting things this New Year will bring.
Thank you for helping me make changes and set goals. Please help me
to make good resolutions, and remind me to keep trying even when I fail.
Thank you that you give me a fresh start every day. | know you are beside
me to cheer me and encourage me. Thank you for this New Year. Amen.

Source: httos://www.praverscapes.com/children/newvearpraverforchildren.html

CHILDREN’S BOOKS

Goodnight, Manger by Laura Sassi, illustrated by Jane
Chapman; for ages 1-4; published 2016; available in
hardcover and board book on Amazon.

It's bedtime for Baby Jesus, but who knew a manger could be
so loud? Mama, Papa, and all the animals try to get the baby
to sleep, but between itchy hay, angels' joyful hosannas, and

three kings noisily bearing gifts, it's just too loud. Until Mama

finds a way for everyone to work together to shepherd Jesus

into peaceful dreams.

story for young readers.

gifts are given.”
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% Tkt Stors of the The Story of the Three Wise Kings by Tomie de Paola
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TOMIE dePAOLA

Designed for grades 3-8. Available through Amazon.

Three wise men of the East, having seen a new star
symbolizing the birth of a great king, follow the star to
Bethlehem, where they bring gifts to the newborn Jesus.
This is a beautifully illustrated telling of the well-known

The author says, “The feast of the three kings, called the
Feast of the Epiphany, is celebrated on the 6™ of January,
12 days after Christmas. In some countries, this is the day
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Winter Activity Page - Marshmallow Penguins

Ingredients: 8 - 12 oz. bag of marshmallows 8 oz. of dark chocolate M & M'’s
Edible candy eyes (or something equivalent)

Instructions:

Line a baking tray (a size that will fit in your fridge) with parchment or wax paper.

Break up the chocolate and melt in a microwaveable bowl at 30 sec. intervals, stirring after each
30 sec. Heat only until melted and smooth.

Hold a marshmallow by an edge and carefully dip it into the chocolate, leaving a patch of
uncovered marshmallow for the penguin tummy. Hold it over the chocolate to allow any excess
chocolate to drip off. Stand the marshmallow on the baking tray with the white end down. When
standing the marshmallow on the tray, it may be helpful to move it into place with a spoon or fork in
the other hand. A small amount of chocolate may “puddle” on the back side of the marshmallow —
this is OK — it may look like a tail.

Make as many marshmallows as you need, or as the chocolate allows. Place the tray of
marshmallows in the fridge — 10-15 minutes — until the chocolate is completely hard.

Remelt remaining chocolate if needed, and take the tray out of the fridge. Cut enough M & M’s in
half to create a nose for each penguin. Using a small amount of chocolate, stick two candy eyes
and an M & M beak onto each penguin as shown above. It may be helpful to lay each penguin on
its back. Put the tray of penguins back in the fridge to set.

Store penguins in an airtight tin or container until ready to eat.

Help the Wise Men Find Jesus
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Fall 2025 Photos
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Making a “Thank You” poster for first
responders for God’s Work — Our Hands Day
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First Communion Celebration October 26




