
 

 

 Serving the southwest Fort Worth area since 1953 
           

 

 

 

MARCH 2023 

St. Matthew’s Lutheran 
Church, organized in 1953, is 
a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) 
congregation of the Evangeli-
cal  Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA). 
 

Sunday Worship 
8:15 am & 11:00 am 
Christian Education 

9:30 am 
 

Church Staff:  

Lesley M. Radius 

Pastor 
 

Adam Frame  

Director of Music Ministries 
 

John Wolf 

Organist / Pianist 
 

Shirley Johnson 

Director of the Sounds of Exaltation 
Handbell Choir  
 

Kelly Riddle 

Community Engagement 

Coordinator  
 

Mary Nedde 

Administrative Coordinator 
 

Jocelyne Angeles, Valerie Dyke 

Nursery Attendants 
 

Council Members:  

President: Faye Youngblood 

Vice-President: Charlie Schmidt 

Secretary: Marcia Boggs 

Treasurer: Aaron Droemer 

Financial Sec.: Gary Christensen  

Christian Ed.:  Cindy Kohn 

Fellowship: Lisa Reed  

Outreach:  Phil Beckman 

Property: K.C. Iversen 

Stewardship: Open position 

Worship: Karin Dunker 

Youth: Adrienne Frame 

Youth Rep.: Katie Beckman 

THE MESSENGER 
Mission Statement: 

Living in Christ through faith.  
 Living for neighbor through love.  

St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
5709 Wedgwood Drive, Fort Worth, TX  76133 

817-292-1338  |  office@stmatthews-elca.org  |  www.stmatthews-elca.org 
We are Reconciling in Christ; welcoming to all! 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK(TOP)  

One of my greatest privileges in my last call was to, on Ash       
Wednesday, take the preschool students on a “Cross Walk” around the 
classroom. The students’ jobs were to find all the crosses they could, 
on the dividers, on the altar, in the signs, any place they could find a 
cross, they were to shout out, “I found a cross.” 
 

At the beginning of the “Cross Walk” the students would quietly point to 
the cross they found. The teacher and I would celebrate them having 
found the cross, reminding them that every time we see a cross, we 
are reminded of how much God loves us. By the end, there was great 
celebration and joy when the students found a cross, with exuberance 
they would shout, “I found a cross,” and all would celebrate and say, 
“Jesus loves us.” 
 

This Lent, we begin our own cross walk once again. As we placed  
ashes in the sign of a cross on our forehead on Ash Wednesday, we 
were once again reminded from where we came and who we are, 
“from dust we have come and to dust we shall return.” We were        
reminded of the reality of life and the cycle of life. In that cycle, we 
were invited and are invited this Lenten season and always to take our 
own cross walk, to set and keep our priorities on the cross. 
 

I wonder where will we see the cross this Lenten season? Will we see 
the cross in the burdens we bear? Will we see the cross in others? And 
when we look at that cross, what will we see? Will we see the sacrifice 
and the pain? Instead of pain, will we see the love, the absolute uncon-
ditional love of a God that this Lenten season and always invites us to 
repent and return? 
 

I invite us this Lenten season to be intentional about seeing and       
acknowledging the crosses in our lives and to use them as an           
opportunity to allow the crosses to invite us into renewal. On Ash 
Wednesday, as preparation for our cross walk this Lent, we were invit-
ed to look at the sign of the cross made of ashes on our forehead and 
ask ourselves if there was anything that needed to become ash. In   
allowing it to become ash, it can be transformed into something new 
and therefore be seen as a sign of the cross of God’s love in our lives. 
Often, beneath what seems to be dying or destroyed, new life will take 
hold. We are a new creation in Christ. 
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK(TOP) , continued 

As we embrace the cross, we are reminded of who we truly are through our Baptism in Christ   
Jesus. On our own, we are dust and to dust we shall return, but in the water, through the  
power of the Holy Spirit, and through the cross, we are much more. We are God’s beloved 
children. 
 

This Lenten season, as we take our own cross walk, I invite us to see the crosses 
in our lives and be reminded of a God who has named and claimed us, called us 
beloved and continually supplies grace, forgiveness, mercy, and love. 
 

Prayers for a blessed Lenten journey, 
 

Pastor Lesley 

PRESIDENT’S PONDERINGS 
 

The season of Lent invites us into the intentional spiritual discipline of prayer, fasting 
and serving others. I wonder how each of us will be intentional about these spiritual      
disciplines, especially during Lent. How is your prayer life? How are you serving others? 
From what are you fasting? (Check out our Lenten bulletins, St. Matthew’s Worship  
Commission chose to fast by reducing the number of pages in the bulletin, which will use 
less paper, and reduce our carbon footprint. There are so many creative ideas for fasting.) 
 

I know our Sunday “Coffee and Community” time has offered insight into several different 
organizations in our community that have many opportunities to serve. If you need any 
ideas or information, just ask Kelly, our Community Engagement Coordinator. She will be 
able to help you find the right service opportunity.  
 

I also know there are plenty of opportunities to serve in our own faith community.  Ask 
any Commission Director and they will find you a way to serve. One way of    serving is 
continuing to share your God-given resources with St. Matthew’s. These   resources are 
used to do God’s work, with our Hands. One more way of serving is when the Nominating 
Committee reaches out to you to ask if you would consider serving on our Congregation 
Council, take the time for prayer and reflection to see if that is how you believe God is 
calling you to use your gifts at this time. If so, please say yes! to put your name up for 
election to the Council. 
 

Another way of serving is completing the Church Vitality Survey if you haven’t yet.  We 
need everyone’s input so that we can have a clear picture of where we are and how we can 
move forward with God’s mission and ministry in 2023 and beyond. 
 

As you can see, there is no shortage of ways to practice the spiritual disciplines of prayer, 
fasting and serving others. 
 

On last thought….someone asked how I get help in deciding where God might be calling 
me. I said I look for “Heavenly Hints,” and these hints come in many forms.  The other 
day I got one of these “Heavenly Hints”… “People do not lack strength, they 
lack will.”  If you want to know more about “Heavenly Hints,” just ask me.   
 

My prayers and thanks. 
Faye Youngblood, Council President 



 

 

THE MESSENGER MARCH 2023                                                                      PAGE 3 

A WORD FROM OUR COMMUNITY  
ENGAGEMENT COORDINATOR 

 

“Do your little bit of good where you are. It’s those little bits of good put together that 
overwhelm the world.” - Desmond Tutu  
 

Every month is a good month to put love and goodness out into the world and it seemed     
extra appropriate during February when we celebrated Valentine’s Day. Our special guest 
for Coffee and Community in February  was Judy Glover - Volunteer Coordinator for Ft. 
Worth’s Presbyterian Night Shelter. Judy gave an outstanding presentation on how PNS 
serves the unhoused citizens of Ft. Worth and what we at SMLC can do to help. I am 
blessed to report that PSN has received 4 new volunteers from SMLC since Judy’s visit with 
us. PNS was also our focus for February’s Gospel Alive. A huge thank you to everyone for 
donating- we have an over flowing bin of toiletry items that will be delivered this week! 
 

Ready, Set, Go Tutoring and Mentoring continues every Tuesday afternoon with our small 
but committed group of students and volunteers. I have to share that one of our student’s 
(who had been with us many years now and previously his brothers as well) Father said to 
me last week “I cannot tell you what this tutoring center has meant to our family. I only 
went through 9th grade in school in Mexico, so your help has meant so much to me-so 
much I have been unable to help my boys with school wise-but they have received the help 
they needed here.” 
 

Please join us for our next Coffee and Community on Sunday March 5th @ 9:00 a.m. as we 
learn all about the “Welman Project”.  
 

- Kelly Riddle Community Engagement Coordinator SMLC 

APPRECIATION FOR “GOOD SAMARITANS” 
 

If you have been the recipient of a good deed by one of St.  

Matthew’s members, please let the church office know. We will 

highlight the person/deed in The Messenger. We know we have 

caring and kind members of our congregation, and we would 

like to share their good deeds. You may call, write a note, or 

email the church office with your story.   
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The Journey of Lent to Easter 

During March, the living waters of baptism show up in many forms in the   
Lenten readings. The image, sound, taste, and refreshing coolness of wa-
ter are all the more powerful when held in contrast with the parched and 
dusty wilderness often associated with Lent. On your journey from Lent 
to Easter, be renewed by: 
 

Wednesday suppers at 5:45 pm, followed by Lenten worship at 6:30 pm 
on March 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29. For our Wednesday worship we will use 
the Lenten liturgy by Marty Haugen & Susan Briehl: “That You May Have 
Life.” We will also have online Mid-Week Worship Meditation on the 
theme “Created for Community.” 
 

Holy Week Worship: 
 

Palm  Sunday , April 2, 11:00 am, Palms to Passion reading 
 

Maundy Thursday, April 6, 6:30 pm, Foot Washing, First Communion, 
Stripping the Altar 
 

Good Friday, April 7, 7:00 pm, Choral Presentation of The Seven Last 
Words of Christ, by Michel John Trotta 
 

Easter Worship, April 9  -   
     Sunrise service at 6:45 am 
     Easter service at 11:00 am 
     On-going Easter Breakfast  from 7:15 am; please bring finger foods 
            (pastries, fruit, etc.) 
    Easter Egg Hunt outside at 10:30 am 
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THANK  YOU  NOTES 
Dear Partners at St. Matthew’s, 
 

Thank you for your generous gift of $250! ReconcilingWorks is deeply grateful to re-

ceive you annual RIC [Reconciling in Christ] partner contribution for 2023. It is both a 

sign of living into your RIC partner commitments, as well as having a lasting impact 

on this holy ministry. If there are ways we can accompany you in completing your RIC 

partner updates by the 2025 deadline, please reach out. 
 

Peace, 

Ashlei Buhrow,  

Director of Program & Engagement 

ReconcilingWorks 

www.reconcilingworks.org 
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COFFEE AND COMMUNITY - MARCH 5, 9:00 AM 
 
 
 

The Welman Project serves as a free resource for teachers, distributing surplus   
materials from local companies for creative reuse in classrooms and beyond, along 
with making creativity accessible to the whole community through a creative reuse 
storefront and workshops. Please read more at thewelmanproject.org 
 

At their location at 3950 W. Vickery Blvd., teachers shop for free in the Educator 
Warehouse, and everyone can shop in the new Curiosity Shop for great deals on art 
supplies, craft materials, vintage treasures, and unique gifts made by local reuse 
artists - with 100% of proceeds going to help fill a classroom, not a landfill! 

 

MARCH GOSPEL ALIVE - The Welman Project 
 

Please bring the following items to church during March: 
 

Arts & crafts supplies (paint, stamps, googly eyes, corks, pipe cleaners) 
Paper (old letterhead, scraps, stationary, scrapbook paper, mat board, decorations) 
Office supplies (staplers, tape, desk organizers, clipboards) 
Textiles (fabric, yarn, leather, scraps, notions, patterns) 
Containers and organizers (no food containers, clean spice and coffee cans are ok) 
Toilet paper and paper towel tubes, egg cartons 
 

There will be a designated basket for your donations by the cabinet in the narthex. 
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MARCH WEDGWOOD ARTS SERIES 

Jonathan McClellan, Poet and Author 
Sunday, March 26, 4:00 pm Talk and Book Signing 

 

Jonathon McClellan is an award-winning author originally from Wichita, Kansas 
but now lives in Dallas, Texas. Coming from humble beginnings, he experienced 
poverty from an early age and realized that emotional poverty is perhaps the 
most crippling. He first started writing devotionals for his local church at Cathe-
dral of Hope as a way to work through his own early traumas from a difficult 
childhood. Since 2010, Jonathon has worked for various charities such as Save 
The Children, Children’s International, the ACLU, the Human Rights Campaign 
and many more. Now, Jonathon works on feeding the soul as well as the body 
with powerful messages inspired by his battles with Schizophrenia, depression, 
and discrimination. As time passed, Jonathon began questioning his own assump-
tions about who God loves, and came to the conclusion that a God of love would 
not exclude anyone at His table for being different. Today, he shares a message 
that God is radically inclusive. When Jonathon is not writing, he likes to spend his 
time singing, dancing, and being an activist.  

 

 

 

CONCORDIA COLLEGE CHOIR 

MOORHEAD, MINNESOTA 
 

The impressive Concordia College Choir will be  

touring the central  United States in March 2023. 

 They will be coming to Fort Worth: 
 

Sunday, March 12 at 7:00 pm 

St. Stephen Presbyterian Church (near TCU) 

2700 McPherson 
 

A freewill offering will be taken. 
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PASTOR’S MONTH AT A GLANCE 
 

Repeating meetings: 

Staff meetings - Mondays from Noon-2:00 pm 

Clergy Pericope Study - Tuesdays on Zoom from 11:00 am-Noon 

Lenten Dinners, Worship, Confirmation - March 1, 8, 15, 29 beginning at 5:45 pm 

Eden Seminary Online Cohort Group - 1st & 3rd Mon. 6:00-7:00 pm 

Eden Seminary Online Large Group - 2nd & 4th Tues. 5:30-7:30 pm 

Pastor’s Day Off - Fridays 
 

March 2    Joint St. Christopher/St. Matthew’s Staff Meeting 12:00 pm 

March 2    Meeting with Mutual Ministry on Zoom 6:30 pm 

March 3    Breakfast with the Mayor 7:30 am  

March 5    Bold Women’s Sunday; 11:00 Worship Service 

March 5    Attend Wedgwood Arts Concert 4:00 pm 

March 7    Breakfast Fellowship at Dixie House Café 8:00-900 am 

March 9    Council Meeting on Zoom 6:45 pm 

March 20-27    Vacation 

March 31   Brite Divinity School Visitor’s Board Meeting 

TIME CHANGE - BACK TO 

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME 

MARCH 12 

SPRING FORWARD                

(LOSE AN HOUR) 

REQUEST FOR DONATIONS 
FOR EASTER EGG HUNT 

Please bring donations of  candy  for our Easter Egg Hunt on 
Easter Sunday, April 9.  Suggestions include: 
 

Smarties, fruit packets, gum, any  
wrapped non-chocolate candy that  
 fits in an Easter egg. 
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SAVE THE DATE! 
BILL ANDERSON SUMMER 

GO! CENTER CAMPS 
 

COOKING CAMP  MUSIC CAMP 
JUNE 20-22  JUNE 27-29 

      3 PM - 5 PM    3 PM - 5 PM 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

JULY 24-26    5:30 - 8:00 pm 
 

Preschool (age 3) to entering 6th Grade 
 

Dinner will be provided at 5:30 pm. 
 

Watch for a sign-up sheet in the narthex 
for volunteers. 

 

Come join us as we grow in faith, have fun, 
and change the world as we learn about car-

ing for God’s creation! 
 

SAVE THE DATE 

Calling All Volunteers 

Saturday, April 29  

9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

“God’s House Spruce Up” 
 

Volunteers from Catholic Charities will join us for this workday! 

Coffee, Juice, and Donuts served 8:30-9:30 am 

Bring work gloves, rakes, leaf bags, etc. 
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS - FEBRUARY 2023 
Congregation Council met on February 16, 2023 via Zoom. 

 
PASTOR’S REPORT (Pr. Lesley Radius, written report submitted.)  

Letter from Rev. Paula Jefferson (SCEC) explaining the Discernment Process and Projected 
Timeline for St. Christopher’s journey was read and discussed.  SCEC is grateful for 
the generosity of St. Matthew’s in sharing space.   

Appreciation expressed for the “love” gift presented to Pastor  
Working with Executive Council to explore ways of meeting Treasurer and accounting        

requirements.  

Planning Lent, Holy Week and Easter services.  
Dr. Rev. Cooper-White, Interim President of Brite Divinity School will be guest preacher   

April 30
th
.  

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Faye Youngblood, written report submitted.)  
Emphasized the importance of completing the Congregation Vitality Survey.  

Still need delegates for the Synod Assembly in Shreveport, LA.  April 28-29.  
Catholic Charities Spring Day of Service:  April 29th.   
Need to be thinking of possible ideas for 70th anniversary of St. Matthew’s.  

 

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Charlie Schmidt)   

Continue to seek volunteers to serve on nominating committee.  
Mutual Ministry Team appreciation dinner held.   

 

TREASURER’S REPORT (Aaron Droemer; written report submitted)  
Total cash balance at end of January 2023 was $197,167 compared to $205,557 at end of 

December 2022.  
Total adjusted income for January 2023 year-to-date was $24,198.  Total adjusted expenses 

of $26,286 resulted in a deficit:  expenses over income of ($2,088) compared to a  
surplus of $10,535 at end of December 2022.  

 

COMMISSION REPORTS:  
Christian Education (Cindy Kohn, written report submitted)  

Need more Godly Play story tellers. Possibility of providing story information to children    
who do not attend Sunday School in person. Kristen Klade has agreed to help.  

Would like to have Bible Studies held on days in addition to Sunday morning.    
July VBS planning meetings have begun. Considering evening VBS?  

 

Fellowship (Lisa Reed, Absent)   
Shrove Tuesday pancake supper to be held February 21, 2023.    

 

Outreach (Phil Beckman)  
Coffee & Community Outreach discussion by Presbyterian Night Shelter held on Sunday 

morning 1/22/23.    
February Gospel Alive project is for Presbyterian Night Shelter.  

Welman Project scheduled for second week of March. 
Catholic Charities Service Day to be held on April 29, 2023.  

Possible joint project with DRC residents for garden planting in April.  
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Council highlights, continued 
 

Property (K.C. Iversen, written report submitted.)    
 New cabinet contractor for the sound corner is being negotiated.  

 A new HVAC roof unit for offices & Youth rooms has been ordered.  2-3 week completion 
   date  expected.  
Ice machine replacement is being researched.  

Appreciation expressed to Chris Dunker for the assembly of the new narthex welcome center.  
Appreciation for our Janitorial service, Buff Daddy, was discussed.  
 

Stewardship (Position Not Filled)  
 

Worship (Karin Dunker, written report submitted)  
 Worship committee met on 1/23/23 to plan Lent, Holy Week and Easter services.  
 Ash Wednesday:  2/22/23.  7:00 p.m.  
 Mid-week meals on Wednesdays, 3/1/23 – 3/29/23.  Soup suppers at 5:45 p.m. &  
  Services at 6:30 p.m.  
 

 Palm Sunday:  4/2/23  
 9:00 a.m. St. Christopher Episcopal    

 11:00 a.m. St. Matthew’s Lutheran  
 

 Maundy Thursday:  4/6/23:  6:30 pm                                                                                 
 

 Good Friday:  4/7/23:  7:00 p.m.  Choir presentation: “Seven Last Words”   
 

 Easter Sunday:  4/9/23:  

 6:45 a.m. Sunrise service  
 7:15 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. “ongoing breakfast” 
 9:00 a.m. St. Christopher Service 

 10:30 a.m. Easter egg hunt  
 11:00 a.m. St. Matthew’s Service  
 

 Children’s “Pray Ground” space in Sanctuary:  Future discussion to be held.  
 

Youth (Adrienne Frame)  

 Synod youth gathering held 2/10-2/12/23 in Plano, TX.  Peyton Frame attended.  
 Lector and usher opportunities for youth still ongoing.  
 Desire to establish Youth Council, consisting of both adults & youth for planning purposes.  

 Youth volunteers for VBS week in July.  
 

Youth  Representative (Katie Beckman)  
 Discussed Youth Council possibilities  
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LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE 

~  EARTHQUAKE  ~ 
 

On Feb. 6 two powerful earthquakes hit Turkey and significantly impacted neighboring Syr-
ia. Another quake hit the same area on Feb. 20 These quakes have devastated Turkey and 
Syria, collapsing thousands of buildings and damaging infrastructure. Thousands of people 
have been killed and thousands more have been injured, yet search-and-rescue efforts are 
only in the early stages. Cold and snow in the region has complicated response efforts. 

Lutheran Disaster Response is committed to supporting the ACT Alliance and other part-
ners in responding to these earthquakes. ACT Alliance member organizations have been 
tirelessly distributing much needed emergency supplies, including medicines, bedding and 
other relief items. A comprehensive response is being coordinated to reach those affected. 

Lutheran Disaster Response has been active in this region for several years, partnering 
with ACT Alliance, the Lutheran World Federation and the Middle East Council of Churches 
to accompany Syrian refugees and internally displaced people with food, water, shelter, 
health services and sanitation support. The earthquakes have impacted Turkish provinces 
that host hundreds of thousands of Syrian refugees, which has exacerbated the refugee cri-
sis in the region. 

Your gifts designated for “Middle East Crisis” will be used entirely (100%) to provide long-
lasting support for those whose lives have been impacted by disasters in the region. By 
standing with earthquake survivors in Turkey and Syria, we follow Christ’s call to share 
hope and healing with our neighbors in need. 
 
Ways to donate: 
 
Go online to:   https://community.elca.org/middle-east-crisis 
 
By phone:  800-638-3522, Mon. through Fri., 8 am to 5 pm central time 
 
Mail a check payable to Lutheran  
Disaster Response, noted for “Middle 
East Crisis” in the memo line, and mail 
to:  
 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
P.O. Box 1809 
Merrifield, VA  22116-8009 
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  Timmy Crawford in concert, 
   February 17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Our fabulous cooks for Shrove 
   Tuesday, Alissa and Jordan 

 
Shrove Tuesday pancake dinner, February 21 

 

 
 
 

Burning palm branches 
for use on Ash Wednesday 

 
 
 


